Prevention and Contra/Infection
preventive measure in those dangerous industries which are asscv
dated with inorganic dust, and they might with advantage be
employed in connexion with other industries.
SEGREGATION OF OPEX CASES. The segrega/
tion of open cases of the disease in suitable institutions is a pre/
ventive measure of first importance. Patients who have tubercle
bacilli in their sputum should not be permitted to remain at home
if there are young children in tee horn;.', and unless isolation and
adequate protective measures can be carried out. Coutts attaches
primary importance to the following two precautionary measures,
namely, to determine in every case of tuberculosis whether there
exists an unrecognized case of the disease in the household, and
secondly, to ensure adequate separation of the infected case from
the healthy. While segregation is accepted as one of the main
principles of preventive action, there exist difficulties in its general
practical application. The prolonged duration of the advanced
stage in many cases makes the question of adequate accommoda^
tion a problem of considerable magnitude and one which differs
entirely from the provision required for patients suffering from
acute specific diseases which are of relatively short duration.
There are also patients with chronic disease who continue for
years to expel tubercle bacilli and who, owing to the slowly pro^
gressive character of the disease, retain considerable ambulator)7
power for a prolonged period. To expect such cases to remain
segregated from home in an institution with no prospects of
recovery is more than can be hoped for without the continued
application of compulsory powers. A further factor which gives
rise to difficulty is the rooted objection which many patients have
to their removal to an institution situated at any great distance
from their homes. Lastly, if the segregation of advanced and in/
curable cases be carried out in an institution or home which is
used exclusively for that purpose, it comes to be regarded as a.
'home for the dying* with all the objections in the public mind
which that designation connotes.
The segregation of advanced cases should be carried out in
special accommodation connected with institutions used for other
purposes, the provision being so spread over the area as to be
within reasonable distance of patients* homes. The question of
distance does not arise to the same extent in county boroughs as
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